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Country Profile: Bangladesh
•Total population : 150 million
•Total Geographic Area : 144,000 sqkm
•Popn density in coastal areas : 1000/sqkm
•Floodplains: 80% of total areas
•Located at fragile deltaic flood-plain
•Around 300 rivers (57 Trans boundary rivers)
•High-risk country to recurrent natural
disasters

Good governance
y

“Good governance” is a relatively new term that
is often used to describe the desired objective of
a nation-state’s political development. The
principles of good governance, however, are not
new. Good governance is, in short, anticorruption whereas authority and its institutions
are accountable, effective and efficient,
participatory,
transparent,
responsive,
consensus-oriented, and equitable.
equitable These
are the major characteristics of good governance
as outlined by the United Nations.

y

y

y

y

Good governance includes the protection of the
public from disasters through the implementation
of disaster risk reduction policies.
Although natural phenomena, by definition,
cannot be prevented, their human, socioeconomic and environmental impacts can and
should be minimized through appropriate
measures, including risk and vulnerability
reduction, early warning and preparedness.
Disaster risk reduction measures require ongoing
attention in order to effectively reduce the
growing vulnerability of communities and assets.
Government of Bangladesh is fully expected, by
her constituent populations to reduce the
exposure of people and assets to the effects of
disasters.

Public policy
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Public policy for disaster reduction starts with
political commitment and high-level authority for
the coordination of various national agencies and
sectors and their participation in policy-making.
Warnings are based on technical information and
monitoring of risks, but it requires a political
decision to act upon a warning.
From a public policy viewpoint, early warning,
disaster preparedness and prevention must be part
of a single, well integrated process and policy.
The decision to act upon receipt of warning
information is political in character. Normally,
action resulting from warnings should be based on
previously
established
disaster
management
procedures and capacities of organizations at
national and local level. These procedures and
capacities may also require strengthening.
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The most critical and immediate response to a
disaster will depend on authorities and institutions
at various levels. Local government, local
institutions and communities must be empowered
to participate in the entire policy making process,
so they are fully aware and prepared to response.
Early Warning for disaster reduction is a legitimate
matter of public policy at the highest national
levels for two main reasons:
The first one is public safety, and the protection of
human lives.
The second is the protection of the nation’s
resource
base
and
productive
assets
(infrastructure
and
private
property
or
investments) to ensure long-term development
and economic growth. Conversely, by reducing the
impact of disasters, a government avoids the
financial –and political- burden of massive
rehabilitation costs. To be effective in that regard,
early warning systems must be combined with
other risk reduction measures.

GoB Vision on Disaster Management
To reduce the vulnerability of people, especially
the poor, to the effects of natural, environmental
and human induced hazards to a manageable and
acceptable humanitarian level

Mission of the MoFDM
To bring a paradigm shift in disaster management
from conventional response and relief to a more
comprehensive risk reduction culture and to
promote food security as an important factor in
ensuring the resilience of the community to
hazards.

Key Factors of Vulnerability
y

Global Warming and Climate Change

y

Geographical location

y

Dominance of floodplains

y

Low elevation from the sea

y

High population density

y

High level of poverty

Major Disasters in Bangladesh
Year
1970
1988
1988
1989
1991
1996
1997
1998
2004
2007
2007
2009

Disaster
Cyclone
Flood
Cyclone
Drought
Cyclone
Tornado
Cyclone
Flood
Flood
Flood
Cyclone(SIDR)
Cyclone(Aila)

Death
500,000
1,708
4,000
800
138,868
545
550
918
747
800
3,406
190
9

Economic Losses Due to Floods Cyclones
in Three Decades
y

1987 floods

US$ 1.0 billion

y

1988 floods

US$ 1.2 billion

y

1998 floods

US$ 2.8 billion

y

2004 floods

US$ 2.3 billion

y

2007 floods

US$ 1.1 billion

y

2007 Cyclone (Sidr)

US$ 2.1 billion

y

2009 Cyclone (AILA)

US$ 1.1 billion

Total: US$ 11.6 billion

Institutional Arrangements
for Disaster Management











Ministry of Food and Disaster Management
Disaster Management Bureau (DMB)
Directorate of Relief and Rehabilitation (DRR)
Directorate of Food
Cyclone Preparedness Programme (CPP)
Disaster Management Committees at all Administrative
Unit levels
Local Disaster Action Plans
Ministry of Defense
Armed Forces Division
Bangladesh Meteorological Department

Creation of DMB
Following the devastating flood of 1988 and the killer
cyclone of 1991 the frame work for disaster
management in Bangladesh has gone under some
fundamental changes in structure and approach.
Objectives
• To strengthen the disaster preparedness for
effective response at all level DMB was created in
April, 1993
• Shift in orientation from relief centric approach to a
holistic multi-disciplinary risk reduction approach.
• New approaches encompasses prevention,
mitigation, preparedness, response, relief and
rehabilitation.

Creation of DMB (continued……..)
• In response to the change in approach
Government institutionalized the disaster
management system in the country to ensure that
disaster risk reduction (DRR) is a national priority.
• How hazards could be prevented from turning into
disasters by taking mitigation and preparedness
measures.
• A short-term project titled “Assistance to the
Ministry of Relief in Coordination of Cyclone
Rehabilitation: BGD/91/021” was taken.

Disaster Management Institutions
in Bangladesh
National Disaster
Management Council
Inter Ministerial
Disaster Management
Coordination
Committee (IMDMCC)

National Disaster
Management Advisory
Council (NDMAC)

Ministry of Food and Disaster Management

Directorate of Food

Directorate of Relief
and Rehabilitation

Disaster Management
Bureau

Cyclone Preparedness
Programme
Implementation Board

District Disaster
Management Committee
Municipal Disaster
Management Committee

City Corporation
Disaster Management
Committee

Zone / Upazila
Union

Upazila Disaster Management Committee

Union Disaster Management Committee

Village

Standing Orders On Disaster
• The standing order
creates the
opportunity to
establish disaster
management
committee at every
level.
• The standing orders
for disaster
management provide
ample scope for the
Government, NGOs
and private sectors to
think locally and plan
need based program
involving the
community.

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief

Disaster Management Bureau
April 1999

Policy Formulation and Coordination at
National Level
The following Council/Committee will be responsible for
policy formulation and coordination of Disaster
Management at national level.
(a) National Disaster Management Council (NDMC)
(b) Inter-Ministerial Disaster Management Coordination
Committee (IMDMCC)
(c) National Disaster Management Advisory Committee
(NDMAC)

National Committees under SOD
y

Cyclone Preparedness Program Implementation
Board (CPPIB)

y

Disaster Management Training and Public Awareness
Building Task Force (DMTATF)

y

Focal Point Operation Coordination Group of Disaster
Management (FPOCG)

y

NGO Coordination Committee on Disaster
Management (NGOCC)

y

Committee for Speedy Dissemination of Disaster
Related Warning/ Signals (CSDDWS)

Field Level Committees under SOD
y

y

y

y

y

District Disaster Management Committee (DDMC)
headed by the Deputy Commissioner (DC) to co-ordinate
and review the disaster management activities at the
district level
Upazila Disaster Management Committee (UZDMC)
headed by the Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) to coordinate and review the disaster management activities at
the Upazila level
Union Disaster Management Committee (UDMC)
headed by the Chairman of the Union Parishad to coordinate, review and implement the disaster management
activities of the concerned union
Pourashava Disaster Management Committee
(PDMC) headed by Chairman of Pourashava
(municipality) to co-ordinate, review and implement the
disaster management activities within its area of
jurisdiction
City Corporation Disaster Management Committee
(CCDMC) headed by the Mayor of City Corporations to
co-ordinate, review and implement the disaster
management activities within its area of jurisdiction.

Role of Armed Forces Division
y

MoFDM with DMB and Ministry of Defense with its
BMD and AFD are the closest organs in disaster
management.

y

NDMC and IMDMC’S intervention is required to depute
Armed Forces in the time of disaster. DMB is today
going to buy appropriate equipments for the Armed
Forces so that they can carry out search and rescue
operations from the collapsed structures after the
earthquake.

Early Warning Dissemination
y

BMD and FFWC generates Early warnings

y

Ensure receipt of warning signals of imminent
disasters by all concerned officials, agencies and
mass communication media

y

Publish daily bulletins during disaster period for
foreign embassies and UN Missions

y

CPP plays vital roles disseminating EW to
community level

y

Committees under SOD ensure EW dissemination
at all level

Evacuation and Rescue Operation
y

Instruct local authorities for evacuation and
rescue operations

y

Undertaking evacuation measures in risk areas
by Local DM Committees

y

42000 CPP Volunteers and the Community
Leaders in the risk areas play important roles in
evacuation to shelters

y

AFD, CPP and DMC members take part in rescue
operation

y

Emergency Responses by GO, NGOs and Others

Activities performed by DMB
 Finalization of the draft National Disaster
Management Plan.
 Finalization of the draft Disaster Management Act.
 Finalization of the draft Revised SOD.
 Preparation of hazard map showing cyclone, flood,
drought, river-bank erosion, earthquake, arsenic
etc.
 Publication of Training Manual on disaster
management and distribution among the
stakeholders and different Training Institutes.
 Publication of quarterly News Letter on disaster
related issues.
 Publication of Bengali Calendar on disaster related
issues.

 Publications of Books, Booklets, Leaflets on
disaster related issues.
 Organized the SAARC Workshop on ‘Community Based
Disaster Risk Reduction & Preparedness’ on November,
2007
 Procurement of Equipments for search and rescue
operation for earthquake and other disasters.
 Collect and collate information from 64 districts about the
vulnerable Infrastructures.
 Published daily situation report on Flood-2007, Cyclone2007 and Cyclone – 2009
 Collect and collate damage and need assessment report
on Flood-2007 and Cyclone Sidr -2007with the assistance
of CDMP.

 Organized validation workshop on damage and need
assessment of the SIDR affected four districts and Flood
affected districts.
 Finalization of site selection for multi-purpose cyclone
shelters.
 Develop Type design of core shelters for SIDR affected
areas with the assistance of UNDP.
 Established Radio Modem linkage with Bangladesh
Meteorological Department for Earthquake information.
 Ensure coordination of different UN cluster groups
for post SIDR emergency responses.

 Preparation of Early Recovery Action Plan for SIDR
with the assistance of UNDP.
 Maintain day to day liaison with Armed Forces
Division during SIDR and Flood 2007.
 Organized three TOT course on Comprehensive
Disaster Management for Focal Point Operational
Coordination Group.
 Implementing two components of CDMP on
training and awareness raising and advocacy.
 Implementing a pilot project title “Dissemination
of Early warning message through Cell Broadcast “
in two districts Sirajgonj and Cox’s Bazar.

Tornado
An event was classified a tornado if any of the following criteria
were met•

Specific information such as width and path length, sharp
gradients in damage or damage intensity, or description of the
actual funnel or roaring sound were provided that would be
indicative of a tornado.

•

Heavy objects, people or animals were thrown long distances.

•

Flying debris such as corrugated iron caused lacerations,
decapitation, or loss of limbs from flying debris.

•

Catastrophic damage (for example, entire villages reduced to
rubble and/or photos showing tornado damage).

•

The duration of violent winds was a minute or less.
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Since housing construction is poor in
Bangladesh, people are often killed by straightline winds.
Collapsing of roofs and capsizing of boats and
passenger vessels are responsible for many
deaths.
The collapse of a few poorly constructed huts,
resulting in the deaths of several family
members, is hardly evidence of a tornado.
Documentation for such events is extremely
limited.
Newspapers tend to ignore events that are less
than catastrophic.
Since it is impossible to differentiate less than
catastrophic tornados from straight-line winds,
this research focuses on the more violent storms
that are more likely to be tornado.

Major Tornados
Sl. No

Date

Location

Number of Deaths

1

April 14, 1969

Demra

917

2

April 17, 1973

Dhaka

681

3

April 01, 1977

Faridpur

623

4

May 13, 1996

Tangail

605

5

April 26, 1989

Manikganji

526 (Unofficially 800 – 1,300)

6

April 01, 1972

Mymensingh

150

6

April 16, 1978

Mymensingh

150

8

April 11, 1968

Madaripur

141

9

April 12, 1968

Faridpur

118

10

April 02, 1977

Gopalganj

111

Glimpses of Cyclone SIDR

Glimpses of Cyclone SIDR

Glimpses of Cyclone AILA

“Invest Today
for
Safer Tomorrow”
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Community resilience
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Community resilience

35

Thank you all …
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